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un-

Year 3

Prefix un-
By adding the ‘un-’ prefix, the meaning of the base word changes to the 
opposite - unwell is the opposite of well.
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dis-

Year 3 spellings

Prefix dis-
By adding the ‘dis-’ prefix, the meaning of the base word often changes 
to the opposite – disagree is the opposite of agree.



agree

prefix dis-

dis



able

prefix dis-

dis



like

prefix dis-

dis



loyal

prefix dis-

dis
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prefix dis-

dis



appear
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dis



appoint

prefix dis-

dis



approve

prefix dis-

dis
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prefix dis-
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mis-

Year 3 spellings

Prefix mis-
By adding the ‘mis-’ prefix, the meaning of the base word often changes 
to the opposite – misbehave is the opposite of behave.
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leadmis



behavemis



fortunemis



heardmis



placemis



treatmis



pronouncemis



understandmis



spellmis



usemis



Use when 

base word 

begins with ‘l’.

il-
Prefix il-

By adding this prefix, the meaning of the base word often changes to 
the opposite, or ‘not’ something – illegal is the opposite of legal.
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legalil



im-
Use when 

base word 

begins with 

‘m’ or ‘p’.

Prefix im-
By adding this prefix, the meaning of the base word often changes to 
the opposite, or ‘not’ something – impatient is the opposite of patient.
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matureim



mobileim



patientim



perfectim



politeim



possibleim



practicalim



in-
Prefix in-

By adding this prefix, the meaning of the base word often changes to 
the opposite, or ‘not’ something – inactive is the opposite of active.
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activein



accuratein



appropriatein



capablein



correctin



visiblein
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ir-Use when 

base word 

begins with ‘r’.

Prefix ir-
By adding this prefix, the meaning of the base word often changes to 
the opposite, or ‘not’ something – irregular is the opposite of regular.



rationalir



regularir



relevantir



replaceableir



responsibleir



reversible ir
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