
Curriculum Information – Year Four – Autumn 1 

 

 

Class text 

 

Journey to Jo’burg – Beverly Naidoo  

 
RE 

 

 

 

The Virtues and Values this half term are 

‘Compassionate and Loving’ and the Catholic 

Social Teaching Principle is ‘Stewardship’, 

both linking beautifully to our Religious 

Education lessons. This autumn we will be 

learning through the overarching branch 

‘Creation and Covenant’ listening to, learning 

from and reflecting upon the story of 

creation.  

We will also introduce our class Saint, Saint 

‘Martin de Porres‘, who will help us to better 

understand the Catholic Social Teaching 

principles of ‘Preferential Option for the 

Poor and Vulnerable’, Dignity of the Human 

Person’ and ‘Solidarity’, through his example 

and guidance this year. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

English 

 

 

 

Reading 

• Listen and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, non-fiction and 

reference books or textbooks.  

• Read books that are structured in different ways and reading for a 

range of purposes.  

• Identify themes in books  

• Recognise different forms of poetry.  

• Discuss words and phrases which capture the readers imagination.  

• Explain the meaning of words in context.  

• Ask questions to improve their understanding  

• Draw inferences from a text with evidence.  

• Predict what might happen next.  

• Identify the main ideas from more than one paragraph.  

• Identify how language and structure contributes to meaning.  

 

 



Writing  

• Develop Expanded Noun phrases by using modifying adjectives, nouns 

and preposition phrases 

• Use fronted adverbials 

• Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to write in 

order to understand and learn from its structure, vocabulary and 

grammar 

• Discuss and record ideas for writing 

• Begin to use paragraphs to group related material 

• Use headings and subheadings to aid presentation 

• In narratives, create settings, characters and plot 

• In non-narrative material, using simple organisational devices such as  

headings and sub-headings 

• Evaluate and edit by assessing the effectiveness of own and others’ 

writing and suggesting improvements 

• Proof read for spelling and punctuation errors 

• Read own writing aloud to a group or the whole class, using 

appropriate intonation and controlling the tone and volume so that the 

meaning is clear 

• Use inverted commas and other punctuation for direct speech  

• Apostrophes to show plural possession  

• Use commas after fronted adverbials 

 

Spelling 

• Spell further homophones 

• Spell words that are often misspelt see N/C 

• Place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular 

plurals (for example, girls’, boys’) 

• Use the first 2 or 3 letters of a word to check its spelling in a 

dictionary 

• Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that 

include words and punctuation taught so far 

 

Handwriting 

• Use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and 

understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best 

left un-joined 

• Increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting 

• Ensure downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant and lines 

of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and 

descenders of letters do not touch  

 

 

 

 



Maths 

 

 

 

Place Value 

• Recognise the place value of each digit in a 4-digit number (1,000s, 

100s, 10s, and 1s). 

• Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1,000. 

• Identify, represent and estimate numbers using different 

representations. 

• Find 1,000 more or less than a given number. 

• Order and compare numbers beyond 1,000. 

• Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1,000. 

 

Addition and Subtraction  

• Add and subtract numbers with up to four digits using the formal 

written methods of columnar addition and subtraction where 

appropriate. 

• Solve number and practical problems that involve addition and 

subtraction with increasingly large positive numbers. 

• Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a calculation. 

• Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, 

deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 

 

Science What happens to the food we eat? 

Animals Including Humans  

• Describe the simple functions of the 

basic parts of the digestive system in 

humans. 

• Identify the different types of teeth in 

humans and their simple functions  

• Construct and interpret a variety of food 

chains, identifying producers, predators 

and prey.   

Working Scientifically  

Classifying  

*Compare and contrast different types of 

teeth (linking to simple functions)   

*Classify jaw bones/ teeth to aid with 

making food chains eg. recognise what eats 

plants and what eats animals by looking at 

their teeth 

Researching   

*Research the different parts of the 

digestive system  

*Research what different animals eat within 

a specific environment in order to construct 

food chains   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



History  

 

 

How did the Romans change Britain?  

• Know at least three key things that 

the Romans did for this country. 

• Know why the Romans needed to build 

forts in this country.  

• Know that Rome was a very important 

place and many decisions were made 

there.  

• Know about the lives of at least two 

different Romans.  

• Summarise how Britain might have 

learnt from other countries and 

civilisations.  

 

 
 

   
 

Art 

 

 

 

How can my artwork tell a story? 

• Know that we can tell stories through 

drawing and we can add text for 

meaning.  

• Know that we can use line, shape, 

colour and composition to develop 

evocative and characterful imagery.  

• Know that we can sequence drawings 

to help viewers respond to our story.  

 

 

PSHE 

 

Being Me in My World 

• Know that my attitudes and actions 

make a difference to the class team. 

• Understand who is in my school 

community, the roles they play and 

how I fit in.  

• Understand how democracy works 

through the School Council. 

• Understand that my actions affect 

myself and others; I care about other 

people’s feelings and try to empathise 

with them. 

• Understand how groups come together 

to make decisions. 

• Understand how democracy and having 

a voice benefits the school community 

 

. 

 

   



Computing 

 

 

 

2BeSafe - Being Safe in a Digital World 

Modules include: 

• Online Reputation 

• Online Bullying 

• Health, Wellbeing and Lifestyle 

• Privacy and Security 

• Managing Online Information  

• Copyright and Ownership  

 

 

  
 

PE 

 

 

 

PE may take place throughout the week – 

please ensure full PE kit is in school daily. 

 

A1 Monday pm - Invasion Games (Football 

Skills) 

Children will begin to learn the basic rules, 

skills, tactics and techniques in Invasion 

Games (Passing, Receiving, Dribbling, 

Shooting) 

 

A2 – Gymnastics 

Children will continue to develop their ability 

to express their ideas through movement. In 

Gymnastics specifically they will learn to use 

Unison & Canon whilst working independently 

in medium sized groups. 

 

 

 
 

  

Music 

 

 

 

Orchestral Families  

We will be learning about the instruments in 

an orchestra. We will explore how they work 

together and find out how the orchestra has 

grown over time. We will review our rhythm 

and staff notation knowledge to be ready 

for learning our new instruments. We will 

also be singing together in a round and 

learning a harvest-themed song. 

Children will also begin their instrument 

lessons. 

 

 

 

 
 



French  

 
 

Portraits 

• Getting adjectives to agree 

• Simple descriptions in French  

• Describing people 

• Describing personality traits  

• Writing portraits of friends  

 

 

 

Homework 

 

 

 

Daily Homework 

• Daily Maths homework will be questions practicing the four basic 

operations and a worded problem. They should be completed and 

returned daily.  

• Daily English homework will support the development and enrichment 

of vocabulary. Words will be taken from class texts or commonly 

misspelt words. They should be completed and returned daily.  

 

Weekly Homework 

• Children will receive two pieces weekly. 

• One piece of work will be English or Maths and rotated on a weekly 

basis.  

• One piece of homework will be based on learning in the wider 

curriculum. It will focus on either Science, History, Geography, Art, 

DT, French, Computing or PSHE (these subjects will be rotated on a 

weekly basis).  

• This homework will be handed out on Thursday and to be handed in on 

the following Tuesday.  

 

Reading Diaries 

• Children are encouraged to read at home daily (for at least 20 

minutes) and are expected to have their diaries signed by an adult at 

least 3 times a week. 

 

Times Tables 

• Times Tables should be practiced regularly. Children will be 

completing times tables checks daily.  

 

 

 

 


