
Supporting Reading at 
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Monday 10th March



Today, we will: 

 Discuss the importance of Reading

 Outline our Curriculum Provision

 Provide advice and answer questions on support at 
home- “we are all living this life for the first 
time!” 



Why is reading so important?

DfE Reading Framework 2023 



 Research by the National Literacy Trust shows: 
‘Strong reading skills have been shown to improve children’s 
academic attainment across a range of subjects, including 
English, Maths and Science.’

Being a good reader unlocks the curriculum for children and 
empowers them to acquire the knowledge they need to 
succeed not only in school but in life.

‘Not reading at the expected level puts children at an 
increased risk of experiencing unemployment and poor 
health as adults.’ 



What DOES effective reading 
INVOLVE?
 ROSE Review- Decoding and Comprehension.
 Skilled word reading involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation 

of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar 
printed words. Underpinning both is the understanding that the letters on the 
page represent the sounds in spoken words. This is why phonics should be 
emphasised in the early teaching of reading to beginners (i.e. unskilled readers) 
when they start school.

 Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in particular of vocabulary 
and grammar) and on knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills develop 
through pupils’ experience of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as 
from reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-fiction.9



 Children who are learning to read but who cannot 
decode the words on the page are prevented from 
understanding the text fully- cognitive overload.

 However, even if they recognise and can say the words 
on the page, this does not mean that they will 
understand the text as a whole.

Children need both-
decoding/fluency and comprehension



EYFS/KS1

 Phonics Bug Programme- DfE approved- sets out what pupils should learn 
term by term EYFS-Y2. 

 Fast paced, revises and consolidates previous knowledge.

 Books match sounds.

 Phonics from the start.

 Additional support provided for pupils who may be falling behind.

 Staff expertise.

 Opportunities to be read to daily and to read with an adult daily.

 Develop a love of reading from the beginning.

 Reading Squad**



Y1/Y2 Guided reading

 In addition to their phonics teaching, children in Y1 and 2 
receive daily Guided Reading sessions.

 Y1- Focus on fluency, mixture of teacher led, paired reading 
and developing comprehension strategies.

 Y2- First term- recap phase 5 phonics.

 Fluency still remains a focus but children begin to develop 
more in depth comprehension strategies to support them in 
their understanding and to prepare the children for their 
transition into KS2.



KS2

 Children in KS2 continue to experience being read to daily by 
their class teacher.

 They also have daily opportunities to read independently for 
pleasure.

 English curriculum carefully planned to be centered around 
class focus texts for each year group.

 KS2 also receive daily Guided Reading sessions using the KS2 
Bug Club Comprehension Scheme.



KS2

 Bug Club Comprehension draws on eight key strategies to build 
children’s comprehension skills.

 These are: clarifying, summarising, activating prior knowledge, 
visualising, connecting, predicting, questioning and evaluating.

 Children in KS2 still practise fluency reading for 5-10 minutes of 
each lesson.

 They then follow a set sequence of lessons that develop 
comprehension strategies .

 Revisiting the same strategies regularly allows pupils to master 
their use.







ANY QUESTIONS SO FAR?



How can you support reading at home?



Read to your child

 Reading to children from a young age helps to 
develop a lifelong love of reading- it’s never too 
early to start.

 Even if very young children don’t understand the 
words, they will still enjoy sharing story time, 
looking at the pictures and hearing your voice.

 Read aloud to children for as long as they will 
let you- older children still benefit from hearing 
you read to them.



Encourage a love of reading
 Read yourself! It doesn’t matter what it is – pick up a newspaper or 

magazine, take a look at a cookery book, read a computer manual, 
enjoy some poetry or dive into a romance or detective novel. And 
get your children to join in – if you’re cooking, could they read the 
recipe? If you’re watching TV, can they read out the listings?

 Give books a presents

 Visit the local library

 Let children choose things they enjoy reading, follow their 
interests- even if it’s the same story over and over again.

 Swap books with other family members

 Read when you’re out and about- reading isn’t about just sitting 
down with a book. Read when you are out, spot signs etc.



Read with your child

 Read with your child at least 3x per week.

 Start with your child’s reading book- phonics books matched 
to sound knowledge or for KS2 Accelerated reading book.

 Your child’s reading is not limited to these specific books but 
it is important that they read their school book so that they 
are reading material that is matched to their individual 
reading level.

 They are free to read their own books in addition to these.



Book talk

Book Chat: Reading with your Child - Reading for 
Pleasure (ourfp.org)

https://ourfp.org/supporting-rah/book-chat-reading-with-your-child/


Useful resources

 Book Chat: Reading with your Child - Reading for Pleasure (ourfp.org)

 Tips for reading with your child | BookTrust

 Reading at Home - Oxford Owl for Home

 Reading to children is so powerful, so simple and yet so misunderstood | 
National Literacy Trust

 The reading framework - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

 Books for KS1 learners aged 4-7 | School Reading List

 More information can also be found on the school website.

 Ask us- your child’s class teacher will have the best advice based on the 
individual reader profile of each individual

https://ourfp.org/supporting-rah/book-chat-reading-with-your-child/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/tips-and-advice/reading-tips/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-at-home/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/blog/reading-children-so-powerful-so-simple-and-yet-so-misunderstood/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-reading-framework-teaching-the-foundations-of-literacy
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/category/reading-lists-for-ks1-school-pupils/


Any questions?


