
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE 
 
Figurative language is when words and ideas are used to create mental images and give 

impressions.  When we use figurative language it gives our ideas strength and helps the reader 
to understand what we mean.   

  

PPeerrssoonniiffiiccaattiioonn  iiss  wwhheenn  wwee  wwrriittee  aabboouutt  aann  oobbjjeecctt  aass  iiff  iitt  iiss  hhuummaann,,  ee..gg..  ““tthhee  ttuulliippss  ssmmiilleedd  aass  tthhee  

ssuunn  rroossee””  

  

SSiimmiilleess  aarree  wwhheenn  wwee  ssaayy  oonnee  tthhiinngg  iiss  lliikkee  aannootthheerr,,  ee..gg..  ““tthhee  ssnnooww  wwaass  oonn  tthhee  ggrroouunndd  lliikkee  aa  tthhiicckk  

wwaarrmm  bbllaannkkeett..””  SSiimmiilleess  ccoonnttaaiinn  tthhee  wwoorrddss  ‘‘lliikkee’’  oorr  ‘‘aass’’..  

  

MMeettaapphhoorrss  ssaayy  ssoommeetthhiinngg  iiss  ssoommeetthhiinngg  eellssee..  

ee..gg..    TToonnyy  iiss  aa  ttoowweerr  ooff  ssttrreennggtthh..    

  WWaayynnee  RRoooonneeyy  iiss  aa  ggooaall  mmaacchhiinnee..  

  

IInn  tthhee  bbooxxeess  nneexxtt  ttoo  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  sseenntteenncceess  bbeellooww,,  eeiitthheerr  wwrriittee::  

PP  ((ppeerrssoonniiffiiccaattiioonn)),,  SS  ((ssiimmiillee))  oorr  MM  ((mmeettaapphhoorr))..    
 

 

      The Alarm clock went off like a bomb!  
 

 
She was as quiet as a mouse 

 

 
The ants marched home 

 
 

The moon is a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas 

 
 

She’s as mad as a hatter! 
 

 
The trees whispered to each other in the darkness 

 

 
The sun went to bed.  

 
 

She ate the mountain of food greedily 

 
 

The frog’s tongue moved like lightning 
 

 

  

  

NNooww  iinn  yyoouurr  eexxeerrcciissee  bbooookk  oorr  oonn  ppaappeerr  wwrriittee  33  sseenntteenncceess  ooff  yyoouurr  oowwnn  ––  oonnee  ffoorr  eeaacchh  

ttyyppee  ooff  ffiigguurraattiivvee  llaanngguuaaggee  eexxppllaaiinneedd  aabboovvee..  WWhhyy  nnoott  ttrryy  wwrriittiinngg  tthheemm  aabboouutt  tthhee  

rraaiinnffoorreesstt  ttoo  hheellpp  pprraaccttiissee  ffoorr  yyoouurr  bbiigg  wwrriittee??  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE - ANSWERS 
 

  

IInn  tthhee  bbooxxeess  nneexxtt  ttoo  eeaacchh  ooff  tthhee  sseenntteenncceess  bbeellooww,,  eeiitthheerr  wwrriittee  PP  ((ppeerrssoonniiffiiccaattiioonn)),,  SS  

((ssiimmiillee))  oorr  MM  ((mmeettaapphhoorr))..    

 
 

      The Alarm clock went off like a bomb!  

 
 

She was as quiet as a mouse 
 

 

The ants marched home 
 

 
The moon is a ghostly galleon tossed upon cloudy seas 

 
 

She’s as mad as a hatter! 

 
 

The trees whispered to each other in the darkness 
 

 

The sun went to bed.  
 

 
She ate the mountain of food greedily 

 

 
The frog’s tongue moved like lightning 
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