


This week we are learning about St Stephen as 

part of our learning on the work of the apostles. 

 

Saint Stephen was born around the beginning of 

the Christian calendar. The name Stephen derives 

from the Greek word ‘stephanos’, meaning 

‘crown’. You may see pictures of Saint Stephen 

with stones encircling his head to symbolise the 

way in which he died.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Stephen&psig=AOvVaw0bMr2EsNJi8p9AybdzT2RB&ust=1592395622455000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCODh0JGmhuoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


After Jesus died, the apostles were made aware 

that some of the community were not being 

looked after as well as they could be. The 

apostles decided to ordain seven deacons to 

ensure that everyone’s needs were being met.  

Stephen was appointed as one of these deacons, 

and, being the eldest, he was made the 

archdeacon. Stephen was chosen because he was 

known to be trustworthy and wise.  



Saint Stephen was an excellent preacher and 
many people who listened to him became 
followers of Jesus. Unfortunately, some people 
were not happy about how successful Saint 
Stephen was in his role. These people became 
enemies of Stephen and decided to try to 
sabotage his work by inventing false stories about 
him.  

 

Stephen’s enemies debated with him in order to 
collect evidence that they could use to persecute 
him. They asked others to lie about Stephen, 
saying that he had spoken unkindly about God and 
Moses; saying insulting things about religious 
people or things is called blasphemy. 

 



Stephen was accused of blasphemy and had to face 

trial. He was executed by being stoned to death and 

is now known as a martyr because he died for his 

religious beliefs. Saint Stephen is the patron saint of 

deacons.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id%3D137&psig=AOvVaw2_XNCH12Dd9wnMqZoeAAe2&ust=1592396104410000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICNj_anhuoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


Acts 7:54-60           

The Stoning of Stephen 
54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were 
furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full 
of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of 
God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” 
he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at 
the right hand of God.” 
57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of 
their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses 
laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and 
cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When 
he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 



Watch the story of Stephen to recap what you 

have learnt so far. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5nGHmH

6PeA 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5nGHmH6PeA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5nGHmH6PeA
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://frmmanning.wordpress.com/2010/04/19/saint-stephen-deacon-and-protomartyr/&psig=AOvVaw0wleYtlF_2I4jwa5JwLrC8&ust=1592396222208000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCICB3LGohuoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, 
receive my spirit.’  Then he fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord 
do not hold this sin against them.’ 

 

1. In your own words, describe the challenges Stephen faced 
when he was a deacon.  

2. Why was Stephen stoned to death?  

3. What do you think Stephen would have been thinking and 
feeling as he was stoned? 

4. How did Stephen’s actions and words show faithfulness? 

5. Stephen was the first martyr - what is the definition of the 
word martyr?  

6. Why do you think Stephen has remained an important figure in 
the Christian Church? Explain your answer.  

  

 


