
Wednesday 1st July, 2020

Phrasal Power of Three

On Friday you are going to be completing a Big 
Write by writing a persuasive letter to your 
old commander to ask for a job at St Mary’s 
school and to make clear why you would be 
write for the job! 
Your commanding officer is obviously Mr 
Spencer, so here is a picture of him from 
1916. He hasn’t changed a bit!  
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Phrasal Power of Three

Before you do this, you will need to use the 
persuasive technique of phrasal power of three! 
“What on Earth is phrasal Power of Three?” I hear 
you ask with tempered enthusiasm.

Do not worry! Commander Spencer is going to explain 
all below. 
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Phrasal Power of Three

A power of three is where we use three words or 
phrases to add emphasis or detail to something we 
are describing or arguing for. 

For instance, when we describe something, we may 
use three adjectives to add detail to a noun. 

For example “The disgusting, smelly and putrid Year 
4 class” would be both a power of three and an 
accurate description of Year 4! 
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Phrasal Power of Three

If we were using a phrasal power of three, we 
would repeat part of a phrase, three times to 
add emphasis. 

For example, if I was attempting to promote 
myself to get a job I might say “ I have great 
skill, I have great experience and I have an 
amazing attitude to learn.” In this sentence, “I 
have” is the repeated phrase. 



Phrasal Power of Three

In order to fully understand this “phrasal power of three”, we 
first need to have a look at it in context. 
Look at the section from Mr. Spencer’s letter below and look out 
for any power of three used. 



Phrasal Power of Three

Task 1 (All)
Read through Mr. Spencer’s example letter 
underlining each phrasal power of three. 
Underline the entire sentence with a pencil 
and the exact repeated phrase (e.g. I have 
lost) with a colored pencil of your choice. 

If confident, move on to Task 3

If not quite as confident Task 2



Phrasal Power of Three

Task 2

Fill in the gaps with the correct repeated phrase to 
complete the power of three.

Extend sentences to create phrasal power of three.

If confident- move on to task 4

If not confident- move on to task 3 



Phrasal Power of Three

Task 3

Independently create phrasal power of three(s) for the 
scenarios outlined on your task sheet. 

If confident, move on to task 4. 

If not confident, further practice- contact Mr. 
Spencer



Phrasal Power of Three

Task 4

Write a paragraph for a letter explaining why 
you are right for the job, including phrasal 
powers of three.

Challenge

Attempt to integrate other language features into 
your paragraph such as relative clauses, fronted 
adverbials and adjectival power of three. 


