
English Skills and 
Reading task pack

Welcome to your English Skills task pack for the week. In this pack 
you will find additional support and instructions for your daily 

English and Reading tasks that will be leading up to your next Big 
Write of the term in two weeks time!

If you need any further help or support, please let Mr Spencer 
know. Lets create some impressive writing!



• This week you will be exploring all the skills necessary to 
complete your next big write! You also have two reading 
inference tasks to explore the narrative whilst practising 
the skills necessary for your next Big Write! . 



Monday 29th June, 2020

Rhetorical Questions

In order the write your persuasive letter at the end of the 
week, you are going to be practicing how to use rhetorical 
questions to use in your letter. 

“What are rhetorical questions?” I hear you cry. Please do 
not worry if you are no longer quite sure how to use a 
rhetorical device, Mr. Spencer has explained everything you 
need to know below. 



Monday 29th June, 2020

Rhetorical Questions

A rhetorical question is a figure of speech which comes in 
the form of a question that makes a point instead of seeking 
an answer. Rhetorical questions are often used in persuasive 
texts and often discuss well-known facts.

Why are Rhetorical Questions Used?
Rhetorical questions are used to make a point rather than to 
find an answer. They can also be used to start a discussion 
when the question is too difficult to answer simply. For 
example "Holidays, who needs them?"

It can also be used to create a certain tone to a piece of 
writing, such as sarcasm. For example, "Can going to bed late 
make you feel tired the next morning? Who knew?

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/au-l-53229-introduction-to-persuasive-text-powerpoint
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/au-t2-e-3477-rhetorical-questions-years-3-6-a4-display-poster


Monday 29th June, 2020

Rhetorical Questions

Your task: Sort the questions into rhetorical and non-
rhetorical questions. Once you have done this, think of 
some rhetorical questions for the situations outlined on 
your task sheet.  



Tuesday 30th June, 2020

Warhorse Comprehension Chapter 15

Today you are going to be exploring the 
fifteenth chapter of our class text. 

It will be important to remember to:

-Make sure you answer in full sentences

-Include the question in your answer

-Use the conjunction “because” at least 
once

-Use evidence from the text to support 
your answer

-If you can include all of this in each of 
your answers, you work will be fabulous! 



Wednesday 31st June, 2020

Phrasal Power of Three

On Friday you are going to be completing a Big Write by writing 
a persuasive letter to your old commander to give you a job at 
his school and why you would be write for the job! Your 
commanding officer is obviously Mr Spencer, so here is a picture 
of him from 1916. He hasn’t changed a bit!  

Before you do this, you will need to use the persuasive technique 
of phrasal power of three! “What on Earth is phrasal Power of 
Three?” I hear you ask with tempered enthusiasm.

Do not worry! Commander Spencer is going to explain all below. 



Wednesday 31st June, 2020

Phrasal Power of Three

A power of three is where we use three words or phrases to add 
emphasis or detail to something we are describing or arguing for. 
For instance, when we describe something, we may use three 
adjectives to add detail to a noun. For example “The disgusting, 
smelly and putrid Year 4 class” would be both a power of three 
and an accurate description of Year 4!

If we were using a phrasal power of three, we would repeat part 
of a phrase, three times to add emphasis. 
For example, if you were attempting to promote yourself to get a 
job you might say “ I have great skill, I have great experience 
and I have an amazing attitude to learn.” In this sentence, “I 
have” is the repeated phrase. 



Thursday 2nd July, 2020

Warhorse Comprehension: Chapter 16 

Today you are going to be exploring the sixteenth 
chapter of our class text. 

It will be important to remember to:

-Make sure you answer in full sentences

-Include the question in your answer

-Use the conjunction “because” at least once

-Use evidence from the text to support your answer

-If you can include all of this in each of your 
answers, you work will be fabulous! 



Friday 3rd July, 2020

Big Write- Persuasive Letter

Today you are going to be putting the skills you have 
learned in writing formally, using rhetorical questions 
and using a phrasal power of three to the test. Today 
you are going to be writing your own persuasive letter 
to Commander Spencer asking for a job at his school.

Remember, this is just after the war so you can 
reminisce are explain how your service in the war has 
made you perfect for the job. 

Mr. Spencer has written a guide for you to follow so 
don’t worry if you are struggling to think of what to 
write! 


